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• Whether schools in your area will have individual transition plans for children 
with autism returning to school, and other transition planning for children with 
additional support needs (and the extent to which these will be in place for the 
return to school, or at some stage in August)? –  
The additional support needs of pupils returning will be addressed in 
the normal way.  Schools know their children and young people and will 
take appropriate steps to ensure the transition back to school is as 
straightforward as possible.  A plan gives direction to what ought to 
happen to support a child or young person back into a school 
routine.   What matters is what actually happens and how the individual 
child or young person experiences the transition.  This will require staff 
to react to meet needs and respond depending on an individual child’s 
response or reaction.  For these reasons, a plan is a starting point but is 
not the full story and we should not obsess about plans. 
 

• Whether any particular secondary schools in your area have particular 
challenges in relation to the school estate available as to whether social 
distancing can be maintained while still enabling all students to attend? –  
All secondary schools will have challenges in social distancing while 
not compromising on ensuring all young people attend school.  That is 
why we had a plan for blended learning until the 23rd June – it was 
impossible to have all pupils in school while maintaining 2m social 
distancing.   
 

• Whether any schools in your area intend to have a phased approach to the 
return to school, for example whether a council wide decision has been made 
on this, or schools have the option of a phased return. If decisions have been 
made on the phased return, whether there is a date by which all schools plan 
to be back at full capacity (for example the end of August) –  
Staff return for the in-service day on 11th August.  Schools then have the 
option of a ‘soft start’ or phased return for pupils on the 12th, 13th and 
14th August.  This is optional for each school, some are having a phased 
return to ensure one ways systems and social distancing for adults 
work properly for example.  Smaller schools may be able to have all 
pupils back on the 12th.  All schools will have all pupils back on Monday 
17th August. 

• Whether there will be sufficient PPE in place in schools when schools return 
and, if not, a sense of the scale of this issue. –  
I’m not aware of any specific concerns in this area. 

 


